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PREFACE

               The continuation of the electoral process provides the foundation
stone  for the strengthening of democracy in the country. After the
completion of the process of General and Senate Election(s), the
Presidential Election took place on March 9, 2024. As per the Constitution
of Pakistan,  President serves as the head of state and is also  symbol of
the country's unity under the federal system of parliamentary democracy.

2.       Without  active  support  and  dedicated commitment by the
Honorable Chief Justices of the High Courts of Islamabad, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan and Honorable Member ECP, Mr. Nisar Ahmed
Durrani, who acted as Presiding Officers at the polling stations
established at the Parliament House and four Provincial Assemblies, the
Presidential Election may not have been conducted as smoothly as it did. I
sincerely thank those honorable entities for their valuable support and
contribution to this national cause. I also want to express my gratitude to
the officers and employees of the Commission and other relevant
stakeholders for the assistance rendered by them during the conduct of
poll at the polling stations.  

3.        I firmly believe that we are bound to proceed more confidently
down the democratic path if we instill tolerance and an attitude of
tolerance as well as accommodation for fellow citizens. In this manner, we
will undoubtedly be able to uphold the high moral standards and improve
our repute in the international community. May Allah guide us to the right
path and assist us in creating and fortifying democratic traditions and
institutions for protecting our citizens’ rights.  

Sikandar Sultan Raja 
Chief Election Commissioner of Pakistan

Islamabad, the 28th February, 2025
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Introduction 
      Under the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 14th
Presidential Election in the country was held on March, 9, 2024. The year
2024 can be termed as one of the most momentous years in the political
history of Pakistan for the reason that three very important elections
were held viz General Elections to the National and Provincial Assemblies,
Senate Elections and Presidential Election. It is an obvious proof of the
fact that the people of Pakistan do believe in the continuity of democratic
process in the country.
2.         In 1956, the first Constitution was promulgated after independence,
resultantly the position of the head of state was changed from Governor
General to President of Pakistan. The Constitution of 1956 laid down the
foundation of Presidential form of government and Maj. General     
Iskander Mirza was the only candidate for the slot of President who was
elected unopposed and became the first President of Pakistan. The
Constitution of 1962 envisaged direct election of the President through
Basic Democracies and the 1973 Constitution again took the country to
parliamentary democracy.
3.      The Presidents and Acting Presidents of Pakistan, irrespective of
their mode of election to this august office are given in chronicle order as
follows:
   Presidents
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Acting Presidents

4.        The President  is  elected through  votes of  Members of the Senate,
National Assembly and four Provincial Assemblies. The Provincial
Assemblies (excluding Balochistan Assembly having 65 members) do not
enjoy one-man one-vote facility and the votes are calculated under a
formula mentioned in the Second Schedule of the Constitution in order to
maintain parity among the four federating units.
 
        The formula entails that "the number of votes cast in a Provincial
Assembly in favour of each candidate shall be multiplied by the total
number of seats in the Provincial Assembly for the time being having the
smallest number of seats and divided by the total number of seats in the
Provincial Assembly in which the votes have been cast." 

         In such a way the three Provincial Assemblies viz. Punjab, Sindh and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa despite having 371, 168 and 145 members have only
65 votes equal to the strength of the Balochistan Assembly. Total voters
strength of the electoral college is as under:
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LEGAL PROVISIONS
             The term of the office of the President is five years from the day
the President enters upon the Office. Article 41 of the Constitution
stipulates timelines for conduct of election to office of President. The
election cannot be held earlier than 60 days before the expiry of term as
well as not later than 30 days before expiration of term of President
provided that if the election cannot be held within the specified period if
National Assembly is dissolved, it shall be held within 30 days of the
General Elections to the Assemblies. 
2.      The term of incumbent President was going to expire on 8th
September, 2023, as such election was to be held between 11th July, 2023
and 9th August, 2023. However, the election to the office of the President
could not be held due to dissolution of Provincial Assemblies of Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in January, 2023 before their expiry of terms
and non-completion of electoral college i.e. Members of Senate, National
Assembly and Members of all four Provincial Assemblies. Consequently,
the incumbent President continued to hold the office of the President in
terms of Article 44 of the Constitution. The General Elections-2024 were
held on 8th February, 2024 and after the completion of electoral college,
the Election Program for the conduct of Presidential Election was issued
by the Commission.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS
3.        In terms of clause (3) of Article 41, election to the office of the
President is to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Second
Schedule of the Constitution (Annexure-I). This Schedule provides that
the Chief Election Commissioner shall hold and conduct election to the
office of the President and shall be the Returning Officer for such election.
He has to appoint the Presiding Officers to conduct election in the
Parliament and in the Provincial Assemblies. The Chief Election
Commissioner is also required to notify the Election Program, receive
nomination papers, hold scrutiny of such papers and publish list of validly
nominated candidates after the period of withdrawal of nomination or
retirement from the contest is over. The procedure or withdrawal of
candidature, conduct of poll, counting of votes and declaration of result
has also been given in the Second Schedule. Para 22 of the said Schedule
provides that the Chief Election Commissioner may by public notification
with the approval of the President make rules for carrying out the
purposes of this Schedule. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RULES, 1988
4.              In pursuance of provisions of Second Schedule, the Presidential
Election Rules were notified in the official gazette on December 3, 1988
(Annexure-II). These Rules contain detailed procedure for conduct of
election to the office of the President. Various types of forms such as
nomination paper (Form-I), list of candidates whose nominations have
been accepted (Form-II), notice of withdrawal (Form-III), list of validly
nominated candidates (Form-IV), result of count by Presiding Officers
(Form-V), ballot papers account (Form-VI) and return of election to the
office of the President (Form-VII), have been prescribed under these
Rules. These Rules also lay down detailed procedure for filing of
nomination papers, scrutiny of nomination papers, withdrawal of
candidature, retirement from contest, procedure before commencement,
conduct and close of the poll.
ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
5.            The electoral college for election to the office of the President
consists of:
 (a)       Members of the Senate and National Assembly; and
 (b)       Members of all the four Provincial Assemblies.
 
           According  to the provisions  of Second  Schedule  to  the
Constitution, the Members of the Senate, National Assembly and the
Provincial Assembly having the smallest number of seats i.e. Provincial
Assembly Balochistan, have one man one vote, whereas the votes cast by
the Members of Provincial Assemblies of the Punjab. Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are multiplied by the total number of seats in the Provincial
Assembly of Balochistan and divided by the total number of seats in the
Provincial Assembly in which votes have been cast so as to bring them at
par with Balochistan Province. Thus, the votes of aforementioned three
Provincial Assemblies are reduced to 65-equal to the number of seats in
the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan.
QUALIFICATIONS
6.            Clause (2) of Article 41 provides that a person shall be qualified for
election as President if :
      (i)      He is a Muslim;
      (ii)     He is not less than 45 years of age; and
      (iii)    He is qualified to be elected as Member of the National  Assembly

       The qualifications and disqualifications for membership of the
National Assembly have been enunciated in Articles 62 and 63 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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CONDUCT OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2024
RETURNING OFFICER 
1.           The Chief Election Commissioner officiates as Returning Officer as
per Paragraph 1 of Second Schedule of the Constitution of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.
ELECTION PROGRAMME
2.          In pursuance of the provisions contained in paragraphs 1 and 3 of
the Second Schedule of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, 1973 read with clauses (3) and (4) of Article 41 of the Constitution,
Public Notification for election to the office of the President was issued by
Mr. Sikandar Sultan Raja, Chief Election Commissioner of Pakistan on 1st
March, 2024 and in relation thereto the following Election Programme
was set for receipt of nomination papers, scrutiny of nomination papers,
withdrawal of candidature, publication of list of validly nominated
candidates, date of retirement and poll day:
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APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICERS 
3.          The Chief Election Commissioner appoints the Presiding Officers
for conduct of Presidential Election. The Chief Justices of respective High
Courts are traditionally appointed as Presiding Officers. For the conduct
of Presidential Election 2024, the Chief Justices of all High Courts except
Lahore High Court were appointed to perform the role of Presiding
Officers. As the Chief Justice of Lahore High Court was going to retire in
the first week of March, 2024, couple of days before the poll date
therefore, the Member Election Commission-I performed the duty of
Presiding Officer for conduct of poll in the Provincial Assembly of Punjab.
The detail of appointments is as under:

BOOKLET FOR CANDIDATES
4.       On the direction of Returning Officer, a booklet was compiled
containing relevant provisions of the Constitution and the Presidential
Election Rules, 1988 along with details of Election Programme for the
guidance and assistance of prospective candidates and was made available
free of cost in offices of the Returning Officer as well as the Presiding
Officers.

TRAINING OF PRESIDING OFFICERS AND POLLING OFFICERS
5.          One-day orientation session was arranged for Presiding Officers
and Polling Officers in order to apprise them about their roles and
responsibilities and the process of election.
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FILING OF NOMINATION PAPERS
6.      As per Election Programme, a candidate was required to file
nomination papers on 2nd March, 2024 (before 12:00 p.m. noon). Twelve
candidates filed their nomination papers within the period fixed for filing
of nomination papers. The detail of filing of nomination papers is as under:
  

SCRUTINY OF NOMINATION PAPERS
7.        As per the Election Programme, 4th March, 2024 was fixed for
scrutiny of nomination papers in the office of Returning Officer at ECP
Secretariat, Islamabad. The Returning Officer examined all nomination
papers filed by 12 candidates for Presidential Elections in presence of
candidates or their nominated agents along with proposers and
seconders. During the scrutiny process the nomination papers of ten
candidates were rejected through detailed speaking orders while the
nominations of only following two candidates were accepted. Accordingly,
notification of following two validly nominated candidates was issued on
5th March, 2024:
1.     Mr. Asif Ali Zardari
2.     Mr. Mehmood Khan Achakzai
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GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS
8.          For guidance of voters (members of the Parliament and Provincial
Assemblies), the Commission issued pamphlets namely "Guidance for
Voters" that contained procedure for marking of ballot paper. Voters were
guided to put a cross (X) in front of the name of desired candidate
provided on the ballot paper only using a special copying pencil provided
by the Commission. Sufficient number of pamphlets were provided to the
Secretary of each House of the Parliament and respective Provincial
Assemblies for further distribution to voters and these pamphlets were
also affixed on conspicuous place outside the polling stations.

SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS AT POLLING STATIONS
9.     Inspector Generals of Police of Islamabad and all the four         
Provinces were directed to ensure fool proof security arrangements
around the premises of the polling stations i.e. the Parliament and
Provincial Assembly buildings on the polling day for the smooth
completion of process of Presidential Election. 

DECLARING POLLING STATIONS 
10.    The Secretary National Assembly and Secretaries Provincial
Assemblies of Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan were
directed to declare the respective Assembly Halls as Polling Stations for
the conduct of Presidential Election-2024. 

POLLING FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
11.       The polling for election to the office of President of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan was held simultaneously on 9th March, 2024 at
Parliament House Islamabad and Provincial Assemblies of Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

COUNTING BY PRESIDING OFFICER
12.   Immediately after the polling hours, counting process             
commenced simultaneously by the Presiding Officers in presence of
candidates or their agents and the media also witnessed the proceedings.
After completion of counting, the result at the respective polling stations
was announced and candidates or their agents were provided copies of
Form-V (Result of the Count) prepared by Presiding Officers. On
completion of counting process at  polling  stations,   the  result  including
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ballot papers was sent to Chief Election Commissioner/Returning Officer.
Summary of Result of Count prepared by Presiding Officer in respect of
five polling stations is given below:

COUNTING BY RETURNING OFFICER
13.         As required under Rule 28 of the Presidential Election Rules 1988,
the Returning Officer recounts the ballot papers by opening the packets
received by him in presence of such contesting candidates or their
representatives as may be present. For this purpose, all contesting
candidates were informed through notices that the count will be held on
10th March, 2024 at 11:30 a.m. at the ECP Secretariat, Islamabad. Each valid
vote was recounted and each invalid vote was examined. During
examination of ballot papers no ballot paper was found invalid which was
declared valid by the Presiding Officers. Similarly, out of nine invalid ballot
papers declared by the Presiding Officers no ballot paper was found valid
as such the determination of result on the basis of Form-V prepared by
the Presiding Officers took place. 

DECLARATION OF RESULT
14.     After completion of process, final result was prepared as per
procedure laid down in Para 18 of Second Schedule and the formula given
therein. As per formula the value of each valid vote cast in the Parliament
and the Balochistan Assembly is one. Whereas the value of votes cast to
each contesting candidate in respect of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and
Sindh Assemblies is determined by multiplying total valid votes obtained
by a contesting candidate in that assembly with 65 which is total strength
of Balochistan Assembly being the smallest assembly. The number as  
result of multiplication is  then  divided  with  the  total  strength  of   that  
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Assembly where the candidates secured the votes. The outcome was the
total votes obtained by the candidate in that Assembly which were
mentioned in final result prepared on Form-VII. It is also highlighted here
that under the Rules the fraction is rounded off to the nearest whole. For
example, if a candidate obtains 14.51 votes he is allocated 15 votes in the
result sheet.

               At the final stage two candidates were left in the run for the slot
of the President of Pakistan. Total 1044 votes were recorded, out of which
9 votes were declared invalid leaving the total valid votes as 1035. Under
the formula of calculating the votes Mr. Asif Ali Zardari, secured the
highest number of votes i.e. 411 and was declared elected. Mr. Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, was runner up with 181 votes. After preparation of result,
the same was sent to Federal Government for declaration thereof by
Notification in terms of Para 21 of Second Schedule of the Constitution.
Mr. Asif Ali Zardari was sworn to the office of the President for the second
time on the 10th of March 2024.
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ANNEXURES
                              Annexure-I

SECOND SCHEDULE
[Article 41 (3)]

Election of President

The Election Commission of Pakistan shall hold and conduct election
to the office of President, and Chief Election Commissioner] shall be
the Returning Officer for such election.
The Election Commission of Pakistan shall appoint Presiding Officers
to preside at the meeting of the members of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) and at the meetings of the members of the Provincial
Assemblies.
The Chief Election Commissioner shall by public notification fix the
time and place for depositing nomination papers, holding a scrutiny,
making withdrawals, if any, and holding the poll, if necessary.
At any time before noon on the day fixed for nomination any member
of the Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) or of a Provincial Assembly may
nominate for election as President a person qualified for election as
President by delivering to the Presiding Officer a nomination paper,
signed by himself as proposer and by another member of the Majlis-e-
Shoora (Parliament) or, as the case may be Assembly as seconder,
together with a statement signed by the person nominated that he
concents to the nomination:
 Provided that no person shall subscribe, whether as proposer or as
seconder, more than one nomination paper at any one election.
The scrutiny shall be held by the Chief Election Commissioner at the
time and place fixed by him, and if after scrutiny only one person
remains validly nominated, the Chief Election Commissioner shall
declare that person to be elected, or if more than one person remains
validly nominated, he shall announce, by public notification, the names
of the persons validly nominated, to be hereinafter called the
candidates.
A candidate may withdraw his candidature at any time before noon on
the day fixed for this purpose by delivering a notice in writing under
his hand to the Presiding Officer with whom his nomination paper has
been deposited, and a candidate who has given a notice of  withdrawal
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 of his candidature under this paragraph shall not be allowed to cancel
that notice.
If all but one of the candidates have withdrawn, that one shall be
declared by the Chief Election Commissioner to be elected.
If there is no withdrawal, or if, after withdrawals have taken place, two
or more candidates are left, the Chief Election Commissioner shall
announce by Public notification the names of the candidates, and their
proposers and seconders, and shall proceed to hold a poll by secret
ballot in accordance with the provisions of the succeeding paragraphs.
If a candidate whose nomination has been found to be in order dies
after the time fixed for nomination, and a report of his death is
received by the Presiding Officer before the commencement of the
poll, the Presiding Officer shall, upon being satisfied of the fact of the
death of the candidate, countermand the poll and report the fact to the
Chief Election Commissioner, and all proceedings with reference to
the election shall be commenced a new in all respects as if for a new
election:
Provided that no further nomination shall be necessary in the case of a
candidate whose nomination was valid at the time of the
countermanding of the poll:
Provided further that no person who has under paragraph 6 of this
Schedule given notice of withdrawal of his candidature before the
countermanding of the poll shall be ineligible for being nominated as a
candidate for the election after such countermanding.
 
The poll shall be taken at the meetings of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament)
and of each Provincial Assembly, and the respective Presiding Officers
shall conduct the poll with the assistance of such officers as they may,
with the approval of the Chief Election Commissioner, respectively
appoint.
A ballot paper shall be issued to every member of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament), and of each Provincial Assembly, who presents himself for
voting at the meeting of the members of the Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) or, as the case may be of the Provincial Assembly of which
he is a member (hereinafter referred to as a person voting), and he
shall exercise his vote personally by marking the paper in accordance
with the provisions of the succeeding paragraphs.
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The poll shall be by secret ballot by means of ballot papers containing
the names of all the candidates in alphabetical order who have not
withdrawn, and a person voting shall vote by placing a mark against the
name of the person for whom he wishes to vote.
Ballot papers shall be issued from a book of ballot papers with
counterfoils, each counterfoil being numbered; and when a ballot
paper is issued to a person voting his name shall be entered on the
counterfoil, and the ballot paper shall be authenticated by the initials
of the Presiding Officer.
A ballot paper having been marked by the person voting shall be
deposited by that person in a ballot box to be placed in front of the
Presiding Officer.
If a ballot paper is spoiled by a person voting he may return it to the
Presiding Officer, who shall issue a second ballot paper, cancelling the
first ballot paper and marking the cancellation on the appropriate
counterfoil.
A ballot paper shall be invalid if—
 (i) there is upon it any name, word or mark, by which the person              
000voting may be identified; or
  (ii) it does not contain the initials of the Presiding Officer; or
  (iii) it does not contain mark; or
  (iv) a mark is placed against the names of two or more candidates; or
  (v) there is any uncertainty as to the identity of the candidate against
111111whose name the mark is placed.
After the close of the poll each Presiding Officer shall, in the presence
of such of the candidates or their authorized representatives as may
desire to be present, open and empty the ballot boxes and examine the
ballot papers therein, rejecting any which are invalid, count the
number of votes recorded for each candidate on the valid ballot
papers, and communicate the number of the votes so recorded to the
Chief Election Commissioner.
(1) The Chief Election Commissioner shall determine the result of the
election in the following manner, namely:—
 (a) the number of votes cast in the Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) in
111111favour of each candidate shall be counted;
  (b) the number of votes cast in a Provincial Assembly in favour of each
111111candidate shall be multiplied by the total number of seats in the
111111Provincial Assembly for the time being having the smallest number
111111of seats and divided by the total 
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    number of seats in the Provincial Assembly in which the votes have  
1111been cast; and
(c) the number of votes calculated in the manner referred to in clause
1111shall be added to the number of votes counted under clause (a).
Explanation.–In this paragraph, "total number of seats" includes seats  
1111reserved for   non-Muslims and women.
 (2) A fraction shall be rounded off to the nearest whole.

The candidate who has obtained the largest number of votes compiled
in the manner specified in paragraph 18 shall be declared by the Chief
Election Commissioner to be elected.
Where at any poll any two or more candidates obtain an equal number
of votes, the selection of the candidate to be elected shall be by
drawing of lots.
When, after any poll, the counting of the votes has been completed,
and the result of the voting determined, the Chief Election
Commissioner shall forthwith announce the result to those present,
and shall report the result to the Federal Government, who shall
forthwith cause the result to be declared by a public notification.
The Election Commission of Pakistan may, by public notification, with
the approval of the President, make rules for carrying out the purposes
of this Schedule.
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Annexure-II

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RULES, 1988

Short title and commencement. —(1) These rules may be called the
Presidential Election Rules, 1988.
(2) They shall come into force at once.

Definitions.—In these rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,—
  a) “Article” means Article of the Constitution;
  b) “Commissioner” means the Chief Election Commissioner appointed  
111111under the Constitution and includes a person acting as Chief
111111Election Commissioner under Article 217;
  c) “Form” means a form appended to these rules.
  d) “Presiding Officer” means an officer appointed to conduct the poll
111111under paragraph 2 of the Second Schedule to the Constitution;
  e) “Published” with its grammatical variations, includes exhibition at a
111111place accessible    to the public;
  f)  “Returning Officer” means the Commissioner;
  g)  “Schedule” means the Second Schedule to the Constitution;
 h) “validly nominated candidate” means a candidate whose nomi-  
111111nation has been accepted and who has not withdrawn his  
111111candidature;
 i) “voter” means a person who is a member of a House of  
111111Parliament or of a Provincial Assembly.

Nomination Paper.—(1) The nomination paper by which a proposal can
be made under paragraph 4 of the Schedule shall be in Form 1.
 (2)  Every nomination paper shall be accompanied by an attested copy
of the extract from the electoral roll in which the person nominated is
enrolled as a voter and attested copies of the identity cards of the
proposer and the seconder issued by the Senate Secretariat, National
Assembly Secretariat or, as the case may be, Provincial Assemblies
Secretariats.
Procedure on receipt of nomination.—(1) Every nomination paper shall
be delivered by the candidate, his proposer or seconder or an agent
authorized in this behalf in writing by the candidate, to the Presiding
Officer, who shall assign each nomination paper a serial number and
acknowledge the receipt of the nomination paper in writing specifying
the date and time of its receipt.

1

3

2

4

16www.ecp.gov.pk ECP_Pakistan ElectionCommissionofPakistan

Presidential Election Report-2024



(2) The Presiding Officer shall endorse on the nomination paper the
name of the person presenting it and the date and time of its receipt.
(3) The Presiding Officer shall inform the person presenting the
nomination paper of the date, time and place fixed for the scrutiny of
nomination papers and endorse the same in the acknowledgement
receipt referred to in sub-rule (1).
(4) The Presiding Officer shall cause to be affixed at some conspicuous
place in his office a notice of every nomination paper received by him
containing the particulars of the candidate and the names of the
proposer and seconder as shown in the nomination paper.
(5) The Presiding Officer shall forward all the nomination papers
received by him to the Returning Officer so as to reach him before the
time fixed for the scrutiny of nomination papers.
Scrutiny.—(1) The Returning Officer shall give reasonable opportunity
to each candidate, his proposer or seconder or his authorised agent for
examining the nomination papers forwarded to him under paragraph 4
of the Schedule.
(2) The Returning Officer shall, in the presence of persons attending
the scrutiny under paragraph 5 of the Schedule, examine the
nomination papers and decide any objection raised by any such person
to any nomination.
(3) The Returning Officer may, either of his own motion or upon any
objection, conduct such summary inquiry as he may think fit and reject
any nomination paper if he is satisfied that—
   (a) the candidate is not qualified under the Constitution to be  
11111111111elected as President;
       (b) the proposer or the seconder is not a voter;
       (c) the signature of the proposer or the seconder is not genuine;
      (d) the nomination was not filed before noon on the date fixed for
111111111the nomination of candidates;
    (e) any provision of rule 3 or sub-rule(1) of rule 4 has not been
1111111111complied with; or
       (f) the same proposer or the seconder has subscribed to more than
111111111one nomination paper; Provided that—
         (i) the rejection of a nomination paper shall not invalidate the
11111111111111nomination of a candidate by any other valid nomination
11111111111111paper;
           (ii) the Returning Officer shall not reject a nomination paper on
11111111111111the ground of any defect which is not of a substantial 
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                  nature, and may allow such defect to be remedied forthwith;  
11111111111111and
          (iii) the Returning Officer shall not enquire into the correctness  
11111111111111or validity of any entry in the electoral roll, certified copy of
11111111111111which accompanies the nomination, or in the list of voters.

(4) The Returning Officer shall endorse on every nomination paper his
decision accepting or rejecting it and shall, in the case of rejection,
record a brief statement of reasons therefor.

(5) The decision of the Returning Officer accepting or rejecting a
nomination paper shall be final.
(6) The Returning Officer shall draw up a list of candidates whose
nominations have been accepted and publish it in Form II.

Withdrawal and retirement.—(1) A candidate who has been validly
nominated may withdraw his candidature by a notice in writing in
Form III duly signed by him and delivered to the Returning Officer or,
in his absence, to the Officer of the Election Commission designated by
him at any time before noon on the last day fixed for the purpose by
the Returning Officer.
(2) After the Returning Officer has satisfied himself that the signature
on the notice of withdrawal is that of the candidate concerned, he shall
cause a copy of the notice to be affixed at some conspicuous place in
his office.
(3) A candidate may retire from contesting election by a notice in
writing signed by him and delivered to the Returning Officer on any
day not later than three days before the polling day either by himself in
person or by an authorized agent appointed by the candidate in
writing in this behalf.
(4) The Returning Officer shall, upon receiving of notice of retirement
under sub-rule (3), cause a copy thereof to be affixed at some
conspicuous place in his office (2)and also to be published in such
manner as he may think fit.
(5) A person who gives notice of withdrawal under sub-rule (1) or for
retirement from contesting election under sub-rule (3), shall not be
allowed to cancel or withdraw such notice.
 List of validly nominated candidates.—(1) Immediately after the expiry
of the period fixed for withdrawals, the Returning Officer shall, by
notification in the official Gazette, publish in Form IV the names of
validly nominated candidates who have not withdrawn their
candidature.
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(2) The names in the list of validly nominated candidates shall be
written in Urdu and shall be drawn up in alphabetical order in
accordance with that language.

Uncontested election.—(1) When, as a result of scrutiny under rule 5 or
as a result of withdrawal under rule 6, only one validly nominated
candidate is left, the Returning Officer shall declare by public notice
such candidate to be elected to the office of the President.
(2) The Returning Officer shall submit to the Federal Government a
return of election for notification in the official Gazette.
Fixing place and time of polling.—If there are two or more validly
nominated candidates who have not withdrawn, the Returning Officer
shall—
    (a) inform the Speaker of the National Assembly and of each
11111111111Provincial Assembly of the place, date, time and hours fixed
11111111111for the poll; and
       (b) the Speaker shall summon Parliament to meet in a joint sitting,
11111111111and the Speaker of a Provincial Assembly shall summon the
11111111111Provincial Assembly to meet, at the place and time and on the
11111111111date fixed for the purpose of taking the poll.
Appointment of Presiding and Polling Officers.—(1) The Returning
Officer shall appoint a Presiding Officer to conduct the poll with the
assistance of such officers as he may, with the approval of the
Returning Officer appoint.
(2) The Presiding Officer shall conduct the poll in accordance with
these rules and be responsible for maintaining order during the poll.
(3) The Returning Officer may, at any time during the poll, for reasons
to be recorded in writing, suspend the Presiding Officer or any other
officer and appoint another person to be the Presiding Officer or, as
the case may be, other officer.
Ballot Paper.—(1) The Returning Officer shall supply sufficient number
of ballot papers to the Presiding Officers.
 (2)   The names of the validly nominated candidates shall be printed on
the ballot papers in Urdu in the alphabetical order in accordance with
that language.
Ballot Boxes.—The Returning Officer shall provide the Presiding
Officers with such number of ballot boxes approved by him as may be
necessary.
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 List of voters.—(1) The Returning Officer shall provide the Presiding
Officers with a list of voters entitled to vote at the poll.
(2) The list of voters shall be arranged in the alphabetical order
showing separately the names of the members of the National
Assembly and the Senate or, in the case of a Provincial Assembly, of
that Assembly.
Identity cards.—(1) Every voter shall carry with him his identity card
issued by the National Assembly Secretariat or, as the case may be, the
Senate Secretariat or the Secretariat of the Provincial Assembly.
(2) Before receiving a ballot paper to cast his vote, a voter shall, if
required for the purpose of proving his identity, produce his identity
card before the Presiding Officer.
Appointment of an agent.—(l) A validly nominated candidate may,
before the commencement of the poll, appoint not more than one
agent for observing the poll and the count, and given notice thereof in
writing to the Presiding Officer.
(2) The appointment of an agent under sub-rule (1) may at any time be
revoked by the validly nominated candidate, and when it is so revoked,
or the agent dies, such candidate may appoint another person to be an
agent and given notice thereof in terms of sub-rule (1).
Absence of candidate, etc., not to invalidate acts, etc.—Where any act
or thing is required or authorized to be done in the presence of a
candidate or an agent, the failure of such person to attend at the time
and place appointed for the purpose shall not invalidate any act or
thing otherwise validly done.
Adjourned poll.—(1) If, at any time, the poll is interrupted or obstructed
for reasons beyond the control of the Presiding Officer, he shall stop
the poll and inform the Returning Officer that he has done so.
(2) Where a poll is stopped under sub-rule (1), the Returning Officer
shall—
    (a) as soon as may be, appoint a day for a fresh poll; and
   (b) fix the place at which and the hours during which such fresh poll
1111111shall be taken.
(3) All voters shall be allowed to vote at the fresh poll under sub-rule (2)
and no vote cast at the poll stopped under sub-rule (1) shall be
counted.
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Admission to the place of poll.—The Presiding Officer shall, subject to
such instructions as the Returning Officer may give in this behalf,
regulate the number of persons other than voters to be admitted to the
place of poll and exclude therefrom all other persons except—
  (a)  the polling officers or any other person on duty in connection
11111111with the poll;
  (b)  the contesting candidates and one representative authorized in  
1111111 writing by each such candidate; and
   (c)  such other persons as may generally or specifically be permitted
11111111by the Returning Officer.
Maintenance of order.—(1) Any person who fails to obey any lawful
orders of the Presiding Officer may immediately, by order of the
Presiding Officer, be removed from the place of the poll and the person
so removed shall not, without the permission of the Presiding Officer,
re-enter such place.
(2) The powers under sub-rule (1) shall not be so exercised as to
deprive a voter otherwise entitled to vote of an opportunity to vote.

Procedure before commencement of the poll.—(1) Immediately before
the commencement of the poll, the Presiding Officer shall—
    (a) ensure that the ballot box to be used is empty;
   (b) show the empty ballot box to such contesting candidates or their
1111111agents as may be present;
   (c) after the ballot box has been shown to be empty, close and seal it
1111111so that its slit is open; and
   (d) place the ballot box within his sight for the purpose of poll.
(2) If one ballot box is full or cannot further be used for receiving ballot
papers, the Presiding Officer shall seal the ballot box and use another
ballot box in the manner laid down in sub-rule (1).
(3) The Presiding Officer shall make arrangements so that every voter
may be able to mark his ballot paper in secret before the same is folded
and inserted in the ballot box.
Voting procedure.—(1) As soon as the poll commences, the Presiding
Officer shall regulate the entry of voters in the alphabetical order of
their names as entered in the lists of voters so that, at a time, only one
voter enters the place reserved for marking ballot papers.
(2) When a voter presents himself to vote, the Presiding Officer shall,
after satisfying himself as to the identity of the voter, give him a ballot
paper.
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(3) Before a ballot paper is issued to a voter—

   (a)  a mark shall be placed on the list of voters against the name of the
111111 voter to indicate that the ballot paper has been issued to him;
 .(b) the ballot paper shall, on its back, be stamped with the official
1111111mark and initialed by the Presiding Officer;
 .(c) the voter shall put his signature or thumb impression on the
11111111counterfoil of the ballot paper; and
  (d) the voter shall, if so requested by any contesting candidate or his
1111111agent, show to him the official mark on the back of the ballot
1111111paper.

(4) The voter on receiving the ballot paper shall—

 (a) Forthwith proceed to the place reserved for marking ballot  
111111111papers;
 (b) secretly put on the ballot paper against the name of the  
111111111contesting candidate of his choice one cross-mark and no other
111111111mark, with a copying pencil to be provided by the Presiding
111111111Officer and not with any other marking aid ; and
 .(c) after he has put the mark, fold the ballot paper and insert it in
111111111the ballot box without undue delay.

Voting by incapacitated voters.—(l) Where a voter is blind or is
otherwise so incapacitated that he cannot vote without the assistance
of a companion, the Presiding Officer shall allow him such assistance
and, in case the disability is such that the voter cannot mark the ballot
paper himself, the person accompanying the voter may mark the ballot
paper as indicated by the latter:
 Provided that the person allowed accompanying the voter shall not
himself be a candidate or an agent of a candidate.
(2) If the ballot paper is to be marked by the companion, the Presiding
Officer shall make it clear to him that he must mark the ballot paper
for the candidate of the voter’s choice and that he must maintain the
secrecy of voting by not divulging to anyone the voter’s choice of
candidate.
(3) The Presiding Officer or a polling officer shall in no case mark the
ballot paper on behalf of a blind or otherwise incapacitated voter.

Spoilt ballot paper.—(1) A voter who has inadvertently so spoilt his
ballot paper that it cannot be used as a valid ballot paper may, upon
proving the fact of inadvertence to the satisfaction of the Presiding
Officer and returning the ballot paper to him, obtain another ballot
paper and cast his vote by such other ballot paper.
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(2) The Presiding Officer shall forthwith cancel the ballot paper
returned to him under sub-rule (1), make a note to that effect on the
counterfoil over his own signature and sign the cancelled ballot paper,
and place it in a separate packet labeled Spoilt Ballot Papers.

Voting after close of poll.—No voter shall be given any ballot paper or
be permitted to vote after the hours fixed for the close of poll, except
the voters who at that hour are present within the building or room
where the poll takes place and have not voted but are waiting to vote,
including those who were called upon earlier to vote according to their
turn by the Presiding Officer but were not present.

Procedure on the close of the poll.—(1) Immediately after the close of
the poll, the Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of such of the
contesting candidates or their authorized representatives as may be
present,—
     (i) open the used ballot box or ballot boxes and count the ballot
111111111papers taken out therefrom;
    (ii) after counting the total number of ballot papers, proceed to
1111111111separate the ballot papers, which are invalid under paragraph
111111111116 of the Schedule from the other ballot papers;
   (iii) after excluding the invalid ballot papers under clause (ii),
11111111111separate the ballot papers cast in favor of each contesting
11111111111candidate and count such ballot papers in favor of each
11111111111candidate, separately;
     (iv)  put the invalid ballot papers in a separate packet and so also
11111111111the valid ballot papers cast in favor of each contesting
11111111111candidate;
       (v)  record on each such packet a certificate of the number of ballot
1111111111papers put in it and indicate the nature of the contents thereof,
1111111111specifying except in case of the packet containing invalid ballot
1111111111papers, the name of the contesting candidate concerned; and
     (vi) put the packets mentioned in clause (iv) in a principal packet
1111111111and seal it.
Completion of statements of the count and other packets.—
(1) The Presiding Officer shall prepare in Form V a statement of the
result of the count and send it forthwith to the Returning Officer.
(2) The Presiding Officer shall seal into separate packets
       (i)   the un-issued ballot papers with the counterfoils;
       (ii)  the spoilt ballot papers;
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     (iii) the marked copies of the lists of voters;
     (iv) the counterfoils of the issued ballot papers; and
     (v) such other papers as the Presiding Officer may direct.
(3) The Presiding Officer shall immediately after the count under rule
25 prepare in Form VI a ballot paper account showing:—
    (a) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him;
  (b) the number of ballot papers taken out of the ballot box and  
11111111counted;
    (c) the number of issued ballot papers and spoilt ballot papers; and
    (d) the number of invalid ballot papers.
(4) The Presiding Officer shall, if so requested by any contesting
candidate or his agent, give him a certified copy of the statement of
the count or the ballot paper account.
(5) The Presiding Officer shall obtain on each statement and packet
prepared under this rule the signatures of such of the contesting
candidates or their agents as are present and desire to sign it.
(6) The Presiding Officer shall, immediately after the close of the
proceedings under this rule, cause the statements, packets, ballot
paper account and all the other connected documents to be sent to the
Returning Officer.

Stray ballot paper.—Any ballot paper which has been issued to a voter
and has not been inserted by him into the ballot box and is found
outside the ballot box or elsewhere shall be cancelled and accounted
for as a spoilt ballot paper.

Count by the Returning Officer.—(l) Immediately after the receipt of
documents relating to the poll sent to him under sub-rule (6) of rule
26, the Returning Officer shall open the packets received by him in the
presence of such of the contesting candidates or their representatives
as may be present.
(2) The Returning Officer shall count the votes recorded for each
candidate, excluding from the count the ballot papers which are invalid
under paragraph 16 of the Schedule.
(3)The Returning Officer shall determine the result of the election in
the manner laid down in paragraph 18 of the Schedule.
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Return of election.—After the result has been determined under sub-
rule (3) of rule 28, the Returning Officer shall declare the candidate
who has obtained the largest number of votes to be elected to the
office of President and shall submit a return of election in Form VII to
the Federal Government

Drawing of lots.—Where there is equality of votes amongst two or
more candidates, the selection of the candidate to be elected shall be
by drawing of lots.

Powers to issue instruction, etc.—Save as otherwise provided, the
Commissioner may issue such instructions and exercise such powers
as may, in his opinion, be necessary for ensuring that the election is
conducted honestly, justly and fairly and in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution and these rules.

Direction by the Commissioner in certain matters.—Subject to the
provisions of the Constitution, anything required to be done under
these rules for which no provision or no sufficient provision exists shall
be done by such authority and in such manner as the Commissioner
may direct.
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