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ADDRESS BY
HON’BLE CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER ON
THE NATIONAL DAY OF THE VOTERS

Honorable President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Distinguished guests
Ladies and gentlemen

First of all, I am grateful to Mr. Mamnoon Hussain, the President of Pakistan that he
today encouraged us by gracing this main event on the national voters day. His
participation has certainly increased the honor of this day. This will have a positive

impact on the Pakistani people for registration of votes and casting of votes.
Mr. President and respected participants

2. As you are aware that the Election Commission of Pakistan is an autonomous
constitutional body the duties whereof include ensuring the holding of free and fair
elections. The Constitution empowers the Election Commission to take all steps to
ensure that the candidates have equal opportunities and facilities to participate in the
election and maximum number of people participate in democratic process. Therefore,
the Election Commission is taking several steps to make the electoral process free, fair

and transparent.

3. | want to bring into the knowledge of Hon’ble President the importance of vote. We
have noticed this fact that vote’s turnout in the general elections 2008 and 2013 has
been around 50 to 55% and there exists plenty of space for improvement in this regard.
As we know that large number of peoples are not fully aware of registration process of
use of right of franchise owing to which they have been unable to play their role in the
election process. Therefore, to highlight the importance of electoral process and the
importance of the vote in the country, the Election Commission celebrated the firsteer
national voters day on December 7, 2016. Similarly, this day is also being celebrated
this year so that the nation can be acquainted with the importance of the vote and to

ensure the registration of votes and participation in the democratic process in respect of



large number of people whose votes are not registered. Besides, district voters
education committees are working under the supervision of District Election
Commissioners in all the districts wherein representatives of Civil Society
Organizations, Deputy Commissioners, Community Development, Social Welfare, Local
Government, Health and Education departments are present. District voter education
committees not only enhanced awareness about the voter registration efficiently, but
also highlighted the importance of participation in the democracy and electoral process.
The meeting of these committees is held every month and till now, the two thousand
two hundred and twenty-four (2234) meetings have been held. As you all know, election
reforms have not only been a challenge for the Pakistani people but also for the Election
Commission for many years. In this regard, the current Parliament passed the Elections
Act 2017 after a long consultation process from 25" July 2014 to 2" October 2017. In
this Act, 8 different electoral laws have been merged. The Election Commission has
also published the Election Rolls 2017 under the said Act. At present, the Election
Commission is engaged in the preparation of the next election under this new law.
However, implementing this law in less than one year's period is certainly a challenge.

4. The Election Commission has also started work on the annual revision of electoral
rolls so that registration of all such persons can be ensured who have obtained national
identity cards and their votes are not registered at the moment. After this revision, the

number of voters will exceed 10 million before the General Election 2018.
Mr. President

5. As you know that the National Census 2017 has been completed. According to these
statistics and after the necessary legislation, the delimitation of constituencies is to be
completed before the next elections. The Election Commission has been inviting the
attention of the government to this issue so that new delimitation can be completed in

time.

6. The Election Commission has always been trying to use modern technology so that
the elections are conducted according to international standards. In this regard, the

Election Commission has attached approximately 70000 polling stations with the



Geographical Information System (GIS). In the next election, the voter will not only be
able to check his vote details on his mobile, but also he will be able to see the building
of his polling station on the internet so that the voters are facilitated and any doubt is
removed from the minds of political parties, candidates and voters about the polling
station building. The Election Commission has successfully piloted this technology in
bye-elections. Recently, the Election Commission of Pakistan has been nominated for

an international award in this regard.
Pilot testing of electronic and biometric machines:

7. Similarly, the Election Commission of Pakistan has recently purchased 100 electronic
and 150 biometric voting machines for trials on experimental basis. Biometric machines
were tested at 39 polling stations during the NA-120 bye-election, while testing of
electronic voting machines was conducted at 35 polling stations during the NA-4 bye-
election in Peshawar. The objective of these pilot projects is to review the performance
of these machines in the electoral process. Recently promulgated Elections Act 2017
has empowered the Election Commission for such pilot tests of these machines in the
bye-elections. In the light of these tests, the Election Commission will submit its report in

Parliament so that the Parliament can appropriately legislate in this regard.
Result Management System

8. The Election Commission has developed a Result Management System in
accordance with the provisions of the Elections Act 2017, which is expected to improve
the transparency and accuracy of the results to be furnished by the Returning Officer
during the next general election. The Returning Officer will use Result Management
System for compilation of unofficial and final results during the general elections. Upon
receipt of electronic results from the Presiding Officers, the Returning Officer will enter
the same in this computerized system installed in his office and will also send the
results through it to the Election Commission so that no candidate or political party
could raise any doubt on the results so compiled. This system has the capability that all
the forms relating to results can be scanned and saved so that the entire electoral

process can be fully scrutinized.



Mobile App (Click Epp)

9. The Election Commission of Pakistan has developed a new mobile app called "Click
ECP" for the voters and public awareness. In this mobile app, Electoral Laws, Reports,
Different Electoral handbooks, Voters' Statistics, video messages, election results,
literary content and other posts will be available. This app will be useful for the guidance
of the public, the voters and political parties, and the inauguration of this app will be

done by your good self today.
Result Transmission System

10. The Election Commission has introduced the Result Transmission System to further
enhance the transparency in the upcoming elections. The pilot test in this regard has
was carried out in bye-election. Through this system, the Presiding Officer will send the
scanned image of the Result through his mobile to the Returning Officer, and the
Returning Officer will prepare unofficial result in the light of this scanned result. Through
this system, the transparency will increase and the returning officer will be able to
compile the results at the earliest. And the Election Commission will also be able to

announce the final unofficial result of all the constituencies.
8300 SMS Service

11. In addition, the 8300 Service of the Election Commission is functional as per past
practice through which voters can get their voting details along with polling stations
through SMS.

Computerized Electoral Rolls

12. The Election Commission has deployed the Computerized Electoral Rolls System in
almost all of its district offices and now all such offices are connected with Election
Commission and the central IT system of NADRA through extremely secure link. Under
this facility District Officers of the Election Commission will be able to enroll, remove and

transfer any vote according to the law.

Ballot paper printing



13. The Election Commission will print the ballot papers on watermark paper in the next
election to bring further transparency in the electoral process. The arrangements are

being made in this regard.
Ladies and gentlemen

14. In addition to men, the Election Commission has also made arrangements for
women and disabled persons to ensure their participation in the election process. Some

points in this connection are as follows.

a. The Elections Act 2017 has a provision that the constituency in which the women
will be prevented from using their right to vote or there is less than 10% women
voter turnout in the constituency, then the Election Commission then declare the
election as void.

b. The postal ballot facility has also been provided to disabled persons in the
upcoming elections.

c. Gender Sensitive Training has been arranged for Election Commission officers
and other election staff.

d. In order to facilitate the disabled persons, the Election Commission has directed
the Chief Secretaries of all the provinces to make special ramps in the proposed
polling stations so that disabled and other ill persons can use their right to vote at
polling station.

e. Additionally, in collaboration with Civil society and non-governmental
organizations and NADRA, a project has been launched whereby women will be
issued national identity cards and their votes will be registered in 9 districts of the
country. So that the difference between 12.17 million in women and male votes
could be filled.

Mr. President

15. The Election Commission not only established the Federal Election Academy in
2016 to increase the professional capability of its officers, but training is also being
imparted to its officers according to the international standards. In collaboration with the

UNDP, international trainers are also supporting our officers' training. 189 officers and



around 1500 officials have so far been trained from through the academy. They have
been trained in not only electoral matters, but also administrative matters, service
procedures, financial matters and other office matters so that the officer can perform
their duties according to public expectations. Apart from this, the polling staff for next
elections are also being sorted out. Lists of staff have been sought from various federal
and provincial departments. In the initial phase of training of this staff, 90 lead trainer
are being trained presently. These lead trainer will train 3000 master trainers who will
further train 8 lac election staff across the country. We are thankful to the international

partners for their assistance in this regard.
Ladies and gentlemen

16. The purpose of this event is to register the all such people who hold their national
identity cards and their vote has not yet been registered. We request the Pakistani
people and these audiences to assist the Election Commission in this national task so

that the registration of all eligible persons in ensured.

17. Ladies and gentlemen, | am thankful to you for participation in this event and | pray
that Allah Almighty keep us all in His blessings.

Pakistan Paindabad



