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ELECTION COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN

% % % % *
MR. SIKANDAR SULTAN RAJA, CHAIRMAN
MR. NISAR AHMED DURRANI, MEMBER

MR. SHAH MUHAMMAD JATOI, MEMBER
JUSTICE (R) IKRAMULLAH KHAN, MEMBER

CASE No. 1(8)/2025-MW

Subject: NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 218(3) OF THE CONSTITUTION OF
PAKISTAN 1973 READ WITH SECTION 4.8(C).15, 170,175, 180
AND 234(4) OF THE ELECTION ACT ,2017 FOR VIOLATION OF
CODE_OF CONDUCT ISSUED BY THE COMMISSION FOR
CONDUCT OF BYE-ELECTION IN NA-96 FAISALABAD-II.

On Commission’s Notice

1. Mr. Talal Chaudhry. Miniter of State for Interior, Government of Pakistan (Respondent
No.1).
1. Mr. Bilal Chaudhry, Contesting Candidate for NA-96, Faisalabad. (Respondent No.2)
...... Respondent(s)
For Mr. Talal Chaudhry : Barrister Qassim Duggal. Advocate High Court
For Mr. Bilal Chaudhry : Mr. Swim Raja, Advocate High Court
Forthe ECP . Secretary ECP, Special Secretary, Special Secretary Law,

Additional Director General, Law,

@;/ ~ Date of hearing : 24-11-2025
o

ORDER

Sikandar Sultan Raja, Chairman- The briet facts of the case are that the
Election Commission of Pakistan issued schedule for the conduct of bye-election in NA-96,
Faisalabad-Il. with poll date on 23.11.2025. In this respect a code of conduct was issued for the
contesting candidates, political parties, media and security personnel. District Monitoring
Officer (DMO) Faisalabad through his letter dated 20.11.2025, referred the matter to
Commission for taking action under Section 234(4) of the Elections Act, 2017 in the subject
matter. He informed the Commission that initially three complaints were received on
10.11.2025 from the contesting candidates of NA-96 Faisalabad-Il regarding violation of
Clause-18 of Code of Conduct by Mr. Talal Chaudhary State Minister for Interior and his

participation in the election campaign of his brother, Mr. Bilal Badar Chaudhary contesting

candidate of PML-N. He stated that after summary proceedings. Respondent No. | was
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address of Mr. Talal Chaudhary in the election campaign of the contesting candidate
(Respondent No. 2). The DMO informed that after obtaining the reply of Respondent No. 1.
warning letter was issued to him to remain cautious in future. However, he mentioned that Mr.
TalafChaudhary once again violated the Code of Conduct and participated in the election
campaign of his brother (Respondent No. 2), through corner meeting which was reported on
electronic and social media on 20.11.2025. In violation of the Code of Conduct for the second

time the fine of Rs. 50,000/- was imposed by the DMO on 20.11.2025.

02. Upon the receipt of the report from DMO Faisalabad the matter was placed
before the Commission and atter deliberation 1t was decided to fix the matter for hearing with

notices to the Respondents tor 24.11.2025.

03. Barrister Qassim Duggal, AHC appeared on behalf of Respondent No. | while
Mr. Swim Raja. AHC appeared on behalf of Respondent No. 2.

04. Secretary, Special Secretary, Special Secretary (Law) & ADG (Law) briefed the
Commission regarding the relevant provisions of Constitution, Code of Conduct and the
Elections Act, 2017. They informed the Commission that Respondent No. | Mr. Talal
Chaudhary State Minister for Interior has participated in the election campaign of his brother,
contesting candidate of PML-N (Respondent No. 2) and repeatedly violated the Code of
Conduct issued by the Commission. They added that the repeated violation of the Code of
Conduct entails consequences including disqualification of the candidate of political party. They
emphasized that the conduct of free. fair & transparent election and implementation of law and
Code of Conduct is the primary duty of Election Commission of Pakistan. They also highlighted
that the respondents were summoned for their personal appearances before the Commission,
however, they are not present before the Commission today despite the service of the notices.
The Special Secretary (Law) invited attention of the Commission towards Sections 3(1) & 4(1)
of the Elections Act. 2017 and added that these Sections provideg that for the performance of
functions, duties and in exercise of the powers of Commission, the Commission shall regulatey
its own procedure. He further added that the Commission has the power to issue directions for
securing the personal attendance of any person in terms of Section 6(1) of the Elections Act,

2017.

05. The initial briefing and arguments have been heard on behalt of counsels for the
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06. From the perusal of record and report submitted by the DMO, it is revealed that
Mr. Talal Chaudhary State Minister tor Interior has repeatedly violated Clause 18 of the Code of
Conduct issued by the Commission during the conduct of bye-election in NA-96 Faisalabad-I1.
The counsels for the Respondents requested for some time to submit power of attorneys because
the notices were received to the Respondents in the morning today. They also requested for
exemption from personal appearances on the ground that the Respondents were engaged in the
post poll activities and gave the assurance/ undertaking that they will appear before the
Commission on the next date of hearing. The request of the counsels regarding personal
appearance of the Respondents i1s accepted in the interest of justice and Respondents are
exempted from personal appearance for today. However. no specific/ cogent reasons have been
given for their non-appearance before the Commission. The Commission in exercise of powers
under Article 218(3) of the Constitution read with Section 4(1) of the Elections Act, 2017

directs the Respondents to appear in person before the Commission on the next date of hearing.

07. The case is adjourned for 02.12.2025 at 10:00 A.M for submission of power of
attorneys by the Respondents along with written replies of the notices issued by the
Commission. The repeated violations of Code of Conduct entails serious consequences
including the disqualification of contesting candidate and as Respondent No. 2 is the winning
candidate from NA-96 Faisalabad-II. therefore, the Commission for fair and just decision in the
matter and in exercise of powers under Article 218(3) of the Constitution read with Section 4, 8,
15 & 234(4) of the Elections Act, 2017 directs that the notification of the (Respondent No. 2) as

returned candidate shall not be issued till further orders.
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